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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

CONFIRMED MINUTES 
 
 
DATE:    15th December 2016 

VENUE:   Furneaux Arts & Entertainment Centre,  

Patrick Street, Whitemark 

COMMENCING:  5.30pm 

CONCLUDING:  5.43pm 
 
Present 
Mayor Carol Cox  
Deputy Mayor Marc Cobham  
Cr Chris Rhodes 
Cr Peter Rhodes  
Cr Ken Stockton 
Cr David Williams 
Cr Gerald Willis 
 
Staff in Attendance 
Sophie Pitchford  Acting General Manager 
Vicki Warden  Executive Officer (Minute Taker) 
Brian Barnewall Works and Services Manager 
 
Members of the Public Present 
Stephen Mason 
Laraine Langdon 
 
Apologies Received 
Nil 
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Welcome by the Mayor 
Mayor Carol Cox declared the meeting open at 5.30pm and welcomed everyone in 
attendance. The Mayor reminded attendees to collect a copy of the Annual Report 
and to register their attendance. 
 
Confirmation of 2015 Annual General Meeting Minutes 
Moved:   Cr K Stockton Seconded:  Cr G Willis 
That the Minutes from the Flinders Council Annual General Meeting held on the 9th 
December 2015 be received and approved. 
CARRIED  
 
Mayor’s Report 
“When researching my report I was astounded at how much Council had achieved 
during the 2015 - 2016 year. 
 
We are a small Council with a small staff and we do an amazing job in supporting our 
community. I wish to particularly thank the airport and works and services staff for 
undertaking the additional works on the airport to keep the long runway operational 
and the work’s staff for their quick attention to road issues when the rain finally 
came in January. The internal staff for their continuing role in providing community 
programs and keeping abreast of the back office work, for being strong advocates 
for Flinders in their role as the Visitor Information Centre and particularly for 
working as a team.  
 
I would like to note appreciation for the Special Committees and the members of the 
Municipal Emergency Management Committee for their work during the year, 
especially the hall committees who have assisted in the development of their local 
halls.  
 
I would like to recognise another step that Council took that was initiated by the 
staff and supported by Councillors, which is the taking out of a loan, the first for this 
Council in many years, to purchase a bitumen truck which staff had convinced the 
Councillors would save dollars. In reality the project has been far more successful 
than first anticipated.  
 
I am sure to have missed someone or the noting of my appreciation of some project. 
Please take the time to read my report which goes into far more detail. 
 
I would also like to note that although the General Manager Raoul Harper left 
Council’s employ very early in the 2017 year, the achievements of 2016 were 
attained under his management.  
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the Acting General Manager 
Sophie Pitchford, for undertaking the role with dedication to the Council and her 
staff and a willingness to keep projects moving whilst we recruited a new General 
Manager. It is she and her staff that have achieved the successful audit of our 
accounts as authenticated by the statement from the Tasmanian Audit Office 
reprinted in the last two pages of the Annual Report and also produced the Annual 
Report that we present here tonight.  
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Mr Bill Boehm will begin in the position of General Manager on the 3rd January, 
arriving on the Island a few days after Christmas.  
 
I personally thank the staff and my fellow Councillors who have supported me over 
the 2016 year and look forward to building on the achievement of 2016 in 2017.  
 
 
Moved:  Cr P Rhodes Seconded: Cr K Stockton 
That the Mayor’s report be received. 
CARRIED 
 
Acting General Manager’s Report 
The Acting General Manager Sophie Pitchford acknowledged the amazing number 
of projects achieved during the year with such a small team. A few key projects 
achieved were: 

 Repairs to the long runway; 
 Continuation of the resealing program. With the purchase of the bitumen 

truck, staff are again undertaking the resealing work and the money is going 
back into our local economy; 

 Stage 1 of the Emita Hall refurbishment completed. This has been a huge 
success with the hall now being used for a large range of programs. Thank you 
to the Emita Hall Special Committee for their continued work, commitment 
and dedication 

 Upgrade of the Whitemark boat ramp with the assistance of a dollar-for-
dollar grant from MAST; 

 3  out of the 4 new public toilets were completed; 
 Lady Barron Hall renovation project. The Lady Barron Hall Special 

Committee and the local community are to be commended for their work and 
dedication to this project; 

 There has been a large influx of investment on the Island (e.g. Hydro and 
TasWater)which is positive for the local economy; 

 School Holiday Program continues to provide fantastic options for our local 
and visiting youth; 

 Fert-isle Forum was a big success which will deliver many positive spin offs in 
the future. A big thank you to the Community & Economic Development 
Team for all their hard work in delivering such a successful forum. 

 
Council was very sad to farewell long-standing staff member Jeff Grace. 
 
Sophie thanked the amazing Council staff team for their dedication and the amount 
of work that goes on behind the scenes. She is looking forward welcoming a new 
General Manager in the New Year. . 
 
Moved: Deputy Mayor M Cobham  Seconded: Cr D Williams 
That the Acting General Manager’s report be received. 
CARRIED 
 
Consideration of Community Submissions on Council’s Annual Report 
There were no submissions. 
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Acceptance of the Annual Report 
Moved:  Cr G Willis  Seconded:  Deputy Mayor M Cobham 
That the Annual Report prepared in accordance with the Local Governance Act 
1993 for 2015/16 and the reports contained therein be received and accepted. 
CARRIED  
 
Other Business  
There was no other business. 
 
Closure 
Mayor Cox thanked attendees and wished everyone a happy and safe Christmas & 
New Year and may we all come back refreshed to continue the good work in 2017.  
 


